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1. The speclal session of the Central Committee of the Belglan Communist Party,
3 and ¥ Oct 53, had important repercussions within the party, which have
gone entirely unnoticed. The meeting was called tc consider national defense
and independence. Like everything else, This had to be adjusted to the latest
orders from Moscow on EDC and German rearmament.

2. The resulting struggle (agalnst Belglan entry into EDC and the Belgian con-
stitutional revision which 1t necessitates) presents a special problem for
the Belgian Communist Party. No such problem exists for Communist Parties in
other nations (or most other nations). Since there are two linguistie com-
minities in Belglum, the Communists have always urged a federative state (of
ecourse on 8 republican and not 2 royal basis). This is supposed to follow the
model of Soviet treatment of different ethnic groups and national communities.

3. Now, one thing that'disturbs the Communists is that, under EDC, the various
organized national states are to be treated in Just about the same way, i.e.,
as a federation. Suddenly realizing this, Moscow has ordered the Belgian Com-
munists to reverse themselves once more, like so many whirligigs; renounce
federalist ldeas; make an utter and immediate "self-eriticism” to show why
they are doing so.

4, And what did the Belglan Communist chiefs do about it? They obeyed, of
course, Hitherto the idea of Belglan federalism has had no more ardent
advocates than Jean Terfve, Glineur, Delage, and the rest of them. At the
Tenth National Congress 31 ¥Mar 51 and at the central committeels preparatory
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meeting, 24-25 Feb 51, the Belgian Communists went on record definiteliy

as favoring federalism.
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